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God has always wanted to dwell among His people 

Leviticus 26:11-13 

 

God wanted a house that He could dwell in 

Exodus 25:8,9; 40  
 

God dwelt in the temple – between the wings of the cherubim 

I Samuel 4:4 

Psalm 99:1 
 

God dwelt in the temple 

Isaiah 6:1-4 

 

Over 100 times, the temple is referred to as the "dwelling place" of God! 

So the temple of God is characterized by the presence of God. 

 

Somewhere around the year 750 BC, Amos prophesied the rebuilding of the tabernacle of 

David and the return of Israel to the land.  

 

Amos 9:11-15 

• So these verses mention the returning of Israel to the land and the rebuilding of 

the temple of Jerusalem.  

• But Amos also in verse 13 mentions about the harvest that is to take place. So in 

Israel, the grain harvest came first (mid May). After they got the grain harvest in, 

then they started working on the grapes and the olives. They would not get the 

grapes in until late September or early October. So they basically had two 

harvests. That is why Revelation 14 mentions two harvests (wheat with the sickle 

and grapes off the vine). So the idea here is that during this time the harvest will 

be so heavy that as soon as they get the wheat in, it will be time to harvest the 

grapes, and visa versa. It would be a very fertile land.  

 

What do the Pre-millennialists say these verses are referring to?  

They are going to tell you that this is a prophecy of the returning of Israel to the land and 

the rebuilding of the Tribulation Temple (built by un-believing Jews) which ultimately 

will be desecrated by the Antichrist. According to them, there will also be a Millennial 

temple – which will be built by Jesus Christ, redeemed Jews, and representatives of the 

Gentile nations. This is when the glory of God will be restored to the temple. (The 

Popular Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy, Tim Lahaye, Ed Hindson, Harvest House 

Publishers, 2004, Eugene, Oregon, Page 372).  

 

All this, according to them, is the restoration of the kingdom to David. In the rebuilt 

temple, David will then reign as king over Jerusalem and Jesus will reign over the earth. 

David will be Jesus’ co-regent. So they view this prophecy as started to be fulfilled in 

1948 when Israel was re-established as a nation. 
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But is this what the scripture is referring to when it speaks of the rebuilt temple? Now 

who knows more about the fulfillment of prophecy – Tim Lahaye or the Holy Spirit? A 

Biblical scholar or the New Testament writers? 

 

When you are looking at the Old Testament, you have got to view through the eyes of the 

New Testament inspired writers. We cannot read the Old Testament as a document that is 

self-interpreting. So if the New Testament tells us a prophecy from the Old Testament 

has been fulfilled, it has been fulfilled.  

 

So in the book of Acts, we get to see how the early church leaders viewed this prophecy 

from Amos and it is recorded by God Himself. In Acts 15, Paul and Barnabus are sent to 

Jerusalem for a town hall meeting on whether Christians had to be circumcised and 

taught to obey the Law of Moses. Some of the Pharisees and a lot of Jews were still 

teaching this.   

 

Acts 15:6-11 

In a nutshell – Peter took the message to Gentiles (Cornelius – Acts 10) 

The Gentile way of salvation is a little clearer than the Jewish way and we are both saved 

the same way – which is going to be a huge problem for the Jewish leaders.   

Acts 15:7 – as a side note – if a person could be saved by inviting Jesus into His heart, 

then you could not have prevented the Gentiles from being saved. Any Gentile anywhere 

that came in contact with the gospel could bow his head and say the sinner’s prayer and 

be saved. But that is not how it is. They could not be saved until they were immersed. 

And they could not be immersed until God got his message through to Peter and opened 

the door to their immersions.  

    

Acts 15:12 

Then Paul and Barnabus stood up and gave their missionary slide show on things that 

were taking place through them during their missionary journeys in the Gentile regions. 

God was backing the work of Paul and Barnabus; you could tell by the miracles taking 

place. And they were not requiring the Gentiles to keep the Law.     

 

Acts 15:13  

Then James, half brother of the Lord Jesus and an elder in the Lord’s church, decides to 

put an end to the matter. And when he is finished speaking, all arguments are finished. 

 

Acts 15:14  

So God was first concerned about taking from the Gentiles a people for His own name. 

As we have said before, that was God’s purpose all along and first mentioned in Genesis 

12:3. The purpose of God was always all nations and not the Jewish nation. But it would 

come about through the Jewish nation.  

 

Acts 15:15 

The words of the prophets agree – about what? The Gentiles will be a people for God’s 

name. So the prophets were all speaking of this time that the Gentiles were going to be 

coming in.  
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So now James is going to quote the prophecy from Amos. He is quoting it from the Greek 

Septuagint version so it sounds a little different but the message is the same. He is doing 

this to prove the point that the Gentiles are acceptable to God without becoming Jews. 

That is what the prophecy is going to verify.  

 

Acts 15:16-17 

What you will notice here is that the tabernacle has to be rebuilt before the Gentiles can 

get in. God said that He would rebuild the tabernacle and restore its ruins, then the rest of 

mankind can seek Him. So the Gentiles would not be able to come in until the temple had 

been rebuilt. So James is letting everyone know that the temple had been built and that 

Gentiles were now allowed in. It was not a physical temple they would see but a spiritual 

one.  

 

Acts 15:18 

Why did God say that? He wanted to let everyone know that this was God’s plan all 

along. We covered this when we covered the section on the covenant with Abraham. 

God’s plan from the beginning was that the message was for All. “And in your seed, all 

nations will be blessed” (Genesis 12:3). So according to God’s plan, the tabernacle of 

David would have to be restored before the Gentiles could be saved.  

 

Acts 15:19 

So the tabernacle of David was rebuilt before the Gentiles were allowed in – it just so 

happens that the tabernacle of God that God was referring to was the spiritual tabernacle 

of God – the church. Again, this was the end of the debate – problem solved. 

 

When was this temple built? – The day Jews and Gentiles were allowed in. 

Joel 2:28-32 

Whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

 

Acts 2:15-17,21 

Whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved – this included both Jew and 

Gentile. But it was not going to be until Acts 10 that God had prepared Peter and the rest 

of the church leaders for this event. Joel specifically stated that the Gentiles are coming 

in.  

 

Acts 2:36-39 

This lets you know that God was guiding the church and proving that He wrote the Bible. 

Peter did not have any idea what he was saying here – because he was not going to take 

the Gospel to the Gentiles for another 10 years or so – after a lot of prodding by God.   

 

The church is the true tabernacle of God. So what do you think that rich and bountiful 

harvest that was prophesied about back there in Amos is referring to? We need to be 

working on getting all the grapes and wheat into the barn. What about the land? Do you 

think it is referring to the physical land or the spiritual land?  
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That is only one example let’s see if the rest of the scripture bears this out as well. 

 

Now again, the premillennialists believe that the current dome of the rock in Jerusalem 

will need to be torn down and the Jewish temple rebuilt on that ground. We will also need 

to revive the priesthood, the law and reinstitute all animal sacrifices. They will say that is 

the only way to interpret those Old Testament scriptures dealing with the rebuilt or last 

days temple.  

 

Now we need to remember that when Christ came along, the temple was the center of 

Jewish worship – as required by God. But Jesus wanted the folks to realize the location of 

worship of God was changing. 

 

• John 2:19-22 

o Jesus let’s us know that the temple is now changing locations. It is no 

longer located at the magnificent temple in Jerusalem. It is now going to 

be represented by Jesus’ body.  

o Jesus is the last days’ temple. He is the ideal temple. What distinguishes 

the temple? – It is where the presence of God is located. That is where 

God dwells – in Immanuel – God with us. So when Jesus came to earth, 

He was the temple of God.  

• How does the apostle Paul build on this? 

o I Corinthians 3:16-17 

� The word “you” in this verse is plural meaning that it is in 

reference to the church. 

� What characterizes the temple of God? – the presence of God. 

And this verse says that the Spirit of God dwells in His people or 

the temple of God – the church.   

o II Corinthians 6:16A 

� What characterizes the temple of God? – the presence of God. 

That is why Paul goes on to quote an Old Testament prophecy. 

o II Corinthians 6:16B-18 

� What characterizes the temple of God? – the presence of God. 

And Paul lets us know right here that it is referring to the church. 

� So as we read earlier in Leviticus, God wanted to dwell among 

His people and He does that today through the temple of the living 

God – the church. You can’t get a more beautiful temple than that. 

And you cannot get a more permanent temple than that.  

o Ephesians 2:14-21 

� What a minute now. You are changing things on us. You 

originally said that Jesus is the temple. But now you are saying the 

church is the temple. Which is it – Jesus or the church? – Yes it is 

both.  

� By grace, when Christians become attached to Christ, we become 

a part of that last days temple. And what is it that always 

distinguishes the temple? – The presence of God.             

o Ephesians 2:22 
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� We are being put together spiritually as a dwelling place for God. 

Lets allow the New Testament to interpret the Old Testament for 

us.  

o I Peter 2:4-5 

� We are the spiritual house of God – a temple. 

o I Peter 2:6-10 

� The chief cornerstone here is a man – in this case a spiritual man 

and Peter is letting us know that if we attach ourselves to that man 

– Jesus Christ – we form the prophesied  temple of God.    

� You have to be pre-disposed not to see this. How do the New 

Testament writers see the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy 

concerning the last days’ temple? It is the place where God’s 

presence dwells. The temple is the resurrected Christ and all of 

those that are attached to Him – the chief cornerstone and all of 

the living stones attached to Him. The temple is the church – 

God’s people.  

• In the book of Revelation, in chapters 1, 2 and 3, the church is compared to 7 

golden lampstands. That is imagery taken from the temple Holy Place furniture. 

That image was not chosen randomly. We are part of the temple. We are the 

temple of the living God – where the presence of God dwells. And there is not 

another temple to be built.   
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The Layout of the Temple  

Now one of the most fascinating things about the temple is the significance of the layout 

of the temple.  

 

 
The tabernacle and temples always had the following items: 

• The altar of burnt offering – Exodus 27:1-8 

• Foreshadow of the cross of Jesus Christ   

• The Laver – Exodus 30:17-21 

• Foreshadow of your immersion to Jesus Christ  

• The table of Shewbread – Exodus 25:23-30 

• Foreshadow of the Lord’s Supper 

• The Golden Lampstand – Exodus 37:17-24 

• Foreshadow of the Word of God 

• The altar of Incense – Exodus 30:1-10 

• Foreshadow of the prayers of the saints 

• The Veil – Exodus 26:31-33 (Only in the tabernacle and Herod’s temple) 

• Foreshadow of the separation of sin  

• The Ark of the Covenant – Exodus 25:10-22 

• Foreshadow of the presence of God 

 

• The Holy of Holies – This room was a foreshadow of heaven (where God dwelt) 

• The Holy Place – This room was a foreshadow of the church 

• The priests had to wash in the laver before going into these rooms because no 

impurity was allowed going into these rooms. 

 

So when Christ died and the veil was torn (taking down the barrier of sin), the kingdom 

of heaven, the kingdom of Christ and the church were now all one in the same. This was 

the ushering in of the New Covenant – I will remember their sins no more.   

 

Now there were two Greek words used to describe the temple:  
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1) hieron – which meant the entire outside grounds of the temple. 

2) naos – which meant the Holy of Holies and the Most Holy Place 

 

So when the scriptures speak of us being the temple, which Greek word do you think the 

scripture uses? – Naos – where no impurity is allowed to dwell – the temple of the living 

God – where you must be washed with pure water to get in – and once inside, you are 

able to participate in prayer, the Lord’s Supper and the light of the Word of God. We are 

the ones allowed in the Rebuilt temple because we are the Holy Priesthood (I Peter 2:9) 

that offers living sacrifices to God (Romans 12:1-2) – not dead ones.  

 

How about that? So this claim that the pre-millennialists make telling you that nothing 

was written in the Old Testament about the church or that the prophets of God could not 

see it – is utter hogwash. The entire plan of God pointed forward to the time of the church 

– the time of Jews and Gentiles in one body.  

 

We are the temple of the living God – where the presence of God dwells – through the 

indwelling Holy Spirit.    


